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ACCESSORY APARTMENT

State law permits a “senior citizen” (defi ned by the Municipal Land Use Law as someone 

62 or older, or a surviving spouse aged 55 or older) to rent part of his or her single-

family house to one person. In some zones, this can be accomplished by renting a 

Secondary Dwelling Unit, defi ned as a clearly subordinate structure to a primary 

dwelling unit, whether a part of the same structure as the primary dwelling unit or a 

detached dwelling unit located above a private garage on the same lot. 

D.  BUILDINg TYPES
Building Types are categorizations of the form of individual buildings. For the purposes of the Land Use and Community Form Plan, 

the following building type defi nitions are provided to aid in the determination of the appropriate building type within zones. 

SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED

A detached building unit, on its own individual lot, designed to be used exclusively 

by one family. The zone of the property will determine the width of the lot, and the 

allowable bulk of the structure. 

SINGLE FAMILY SEMI-DETACHED

A building designed to be the separate residence of two distinct families, each of 

which has direct access to the principal street. Such structures shall have the exterior 

appearance of a single family dwelling house. 

TOWNHOME

A series of adjoining single-family dwelling units that are separated from the 

adjacent dwelling unit by a wall extending from the foundation through the roof and 

structurally independent of the corresponding wall of the adjoining unit. They shall 

have an unobstructed front and rear wall to be used for access, light and ventilation.
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SMALL MIXED-USE / LIVE-WORK

A multi-story structure designed to integrate offi  ce and residential uses on the upper 

fl oors and retail or other active uses on the ground fl oor. All uses are integrated in 

a single building, with upper fl oors typically serviced by their own entrance. This 

structure is often called a "live-work" unit when the ground fl oor retail space is 

operated by the same person or family who lives above. Such buildings typically occupy 

less than 50 feet of street frontage by may occupy up to 75 feet of frontage.

LARGE MIXED-USE

A multi-story structure that may be designed to integrate various uses, such as offi  ce, 

commercial, institutional, and residential uses. Large Mixed-Use buildings must 

occupy at least 75 feet of primary street frontage. Access to the upper fl oors must come 

from a dedicated entrance and access to all units should be provided from a common 

corridor. 

LARGE MULTI-FAMILY

An exclusively residential building designed for occupancy by four families or more, 

living independently of each other in units attached at one or more common roofs, 

walls or fl oors. Typically, the unit’s habitable area is accessed from a common corridor. 

The maximum number of individual residential units allowable is determined by zone.

SMALL MULTI-FAMILY

An exclusively residential building designed for occupancy by four families or less, 

living independently of each other in units attached at one or more common roofs, 

walls or fl oors. Typically, the unit’s habitable area is accessed from a common corridor. 
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SMALL COMMERCIAL

A single or multi-story structure designed to be used for retail, restaurant, or offi  ce 

uses. The building is often designed to accommodate uses that serve the local 

neighborhood and are accessed both on foot and by car. The small commercial 

designation is used to distinguish it from larger auto-oriented retail building. As such, 

small commercial uses typically do not have front-yard parking. 

AUTO-ORIENTED RETAIL

A single- or multi-story building designed to be used for retail uses that are principally 

accessed by automobile. Typically, building footprints range from 5,000 square feet 

to 40,000 square feet. However, this building type also includes neighborhood and 

regional shopping centers that often include 150,000 square feet of total leasable 

space divided into smaller units. 

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL

A building in which the space is designed primarily for consumer-oriented 

production, small-scale artisanal or micro-manufactoring of refi ned materials, 

brewing or distilling, wholesaling or storage and distribution of goods. The building 

may also include offi  ce uses and retail sales.

OFFICE BUILDING

A multi-story structure designed to be used for primarily for offi  ce uses. The building 

use may include ground level retail uses that primarily serve those working and 

visiting the building. Allowable bulk of these structures is variable and determined by 

zone.
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PARKING STRUCTURE 

A building that is designed specifi cally for automobile parking, and is multi-storied. 

In many instances, these buildings should be required to have a "liner building" that 

separate the parking structure from the street. The liner building may be attached, 

integrated into the parking structure, or sit in front of it, with separations dictated by 

building codes.

HOTEL

A building that is designed specifi cally to provide sleeping accommodations, meals, 

and other services for travelers and tourists.

INDUSTRIAL

A building in which the space is designed primarily for research, development, service, 

production, storage or distribution of goods. The building may also include offi  ce uses.  

INSTITUTIONAL

Institutional buildings are designed and developed to meet the specifi c needs of 

an institution or organization. Examples includes schools, hospitals, libraries, 

and research centers. All buildings devoted to satellite uses (for example, nurses’ 

residences, laboratories, outpatient facilities or similar uses) are considered part of the 

Institutional typology. 


